1 


OPINIONS AND DECLARATIONS 
RENDERED BY THE INTER- 
• NATIONAL COMMISSION ON 
ZOOLOGICAL NOMENCLATURE 


Edited by 

FRANCIS HEMMING, c.m.g., c.b.e. 

Secretary to the Commission 


VOLUME 1. SECTION D. Part D.17. Pp. 337—364 

DIRECTION 56 

Completion and in certain cases correction of entries 
relating to the names of genera belonging to the Classes 
Pisces, Amphibia and Reptilia made in the Official List 
of Generic Names in Zoology in the period up to the end 

of 1936 


LONDON: 

Printed by Order of the International Trust for 
Zoological Nomenclature 
and 

Sold on behalf of the International Commission on Zoological 
Nomenclature by the International Trust at its Publications Office 
41, Queen’s Gate, London, S.W.7 
1956 

Price Eighteen Shillings and Sixpence 



Issued 20 th December, 1956 






INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON 
ZOOLOGICAL NOMENCLATURE 


COMPOSITION AT THE TIME OF THE ADOPTION OF THE 
RULING GIVEN IN DIRECTION 56 


A. The Officers of the Commission 

Honorary Life President : Dr. Karl Jordan (British Museum {Natural History), 
Zoological Museum , Tring, Herts., England) 


President : Professor James Chester Bradley {Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y., U.S.A. 
(12th August 1953) 

Vice-President : Senhor Dr. Afranio do Amaral {Sao Paulo, Brazil) (12th August 1953) 
Secretary : Mr. Francis Hemming {London, England) (27th July 1948) 


B. The Members of the Commission 

{arranged in order of precedence by reference to date of election or of most recent re-election 
as prescribed by the International Congress of Zoology) 

Professor H. Boschma {Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Hist or ie, Leiden, The Netherlands) 
(1st January 1947) 

Senor Dr. Angel Cabrera {La Plata, Argentina) (27th July 1948) 

Mr. Francis Hemming {London, England) (27th July 1948) {Secretary) 

Dr. Henning Lemche {Universitetets Zoologiske Museum, Copenhagen, Denmark) (27th 
July 1948) 

Professor Teiso Esaki {Kyushu University, Fukuoka, Japan) (17th April 1950) 

Professor Pierre Bonnet {Universite de Toulouse, France) (9th June 1950) 

Mr. Norman Denbigh Riley {British Museum {Natural History), London) (9th June 1950) 
Professor Tadeusz Jaczewski {Institute of Zoology, Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw, 
Poland) (15th June 1950) 

Professor Robert Mertens {Natur-Museum u. Forschungs-Institut Senckenberg, Frankfurt 
a.M., Germany) (5th July 1950) 

Professor Erich Martin Hering {Zoologisches Museum der Humboldt-Universitat zu 
Berlin , Germany) (5th July 1950) 

Senhor Dr. Afranio do Amaral (S. Paulo, Brazil) (12th August 1953) {Vice-President) 
Professor J. R. Dymond {University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada) (12th August 1953) 
Professor J. Chester Bradley {Cornell University, Ithaca, N.Y., U.S.A.) (12th August 

1953) {President) 

Professor Harold E. Vokes {Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland, U.S.A.) (12th 
August 1953) 

Professor Bela Hanko {Mezogazdasdgi Muzeum, Budapest, Hungary) (12th August 1953) 
Dr. Norman R. Stoll {Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research, New York, N. Y., 
U.S.A.) (12th August 1953) 

Mr. P. C. Sylvester-Bradley {Sheffield University, Sheffield, England) (12th August 1953) 
Dr. L. B. Holthuis {Rijksmuseum ran Natuurlijke Historie, Leiden, The Netherlands) 
(12th August 1953) 

Dr. K. H. L. Key {Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation, 
Canberra, A.C.T., Australia) (15th October 1954) 

Dr. Alden H. Miller {Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, University of California, U.S.A.) 
(29th October 1954) 

Doc. Dr. Ferdinand Prantl {Narodni Museum v Praze, Prague, Czechoslovakia) (30th 
October 1954) 

Professor Dr. Wilhelm Kuhnelt {Zoologisches Institut der Universitat, Vienna, Austria) 
(6th November 1954) 

Professor F. S. Bodenheimer {The Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel) {Wth November 

1954) 

Professor Ernst Mayr {Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard College, Cambridge , 
Massachusetts , U.S.A.) (4th December 1954) 

Professor Enrico Tortonese {Museo di Storia Naturale " G. Doria ”, Genova, Italy) 
(16th December 1954) 



DIRECTION 56 


COMPLETION AND IN CERTAIN CASES CORRECTION 
OF ENTRIES RELATING TO THE NAMES OF GENERA 
BELONGING TO THE CLASSES PISCES, AMPHIBIA 
AND REPTILIA MADE IN THE “ OFFICIAL LIST 
OF GENERIC NAMES IN ZOOLOGY” IN THE 
PERIOD UP TO THE END OF 1936 


RULING : —(1) In the case of each of the under¬ 
mentioned names of genera belonging to the Class 
Pisces the incorrect statement that the type species was 
determined by subsequent selection under Rule (g) in 
Article 30 entered in the Official List of Generic Names in 
Zoology by the Ruling given in Opinion 77 is hereby 
deleted and the entry “ type species by Linnean tau- 
tonymy ,n is hereby inserted in its place :— 

(i) Acipenser Linnaeus, 1758 (Name No. 249) ; 

(ii) Chimaera Linnaeus, 1758 (Name No. 251) ; 

(iii) Cyclopterus Linnaeus, 1758 (Name No. 255) ; 

(iv) Silurus Linnaeus, 1758 (Name No. 270). 

(2) In the case of each of the under-mentioned names of 
genera belonging to the Class Pisces the entry made in the 
Official List of Generic Names in Zoology by the Rulings 
given in the Opinions severally specified below is hereby 
completed by the insertion of a statement that the type 
species of the genus so named was determined by selection 
under Rule (g) in Article 30 by the author and on the date 
specified in each case below :— 

(a) Names placed on the “ Official List of Generic 
Names in Zoology ” by the Ruling given in 
“ Opinion ” 77 : 

(i) Callionymus Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection 
by Bleeker (1879) ; 


1 The expression 46 Linnean tautonomy ” was introduced by the International 
Commission in Declaration 29 (1956, Ops. Decls. int. Comm . zool. Nomencl. 
14 : xxv—xxxii). 
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(ii) Clupea Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by 

Gill (1862) ; 

(iii) Coryphaena Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection 

by Jordan & Gilbert (1882) ; 

(iv) Cyprians Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by 

Jordan & Gilbert (1882) ; 

(v) Gadus Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by 

Jordan & Gilbert (1882) ; 

(vi) Gasterosteus Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection 

by Jordan & Gilbert (1882) ; 

(vii) Gobius Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by 

Gill (1863) ; 

(viii) Lophius Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by 
Jordan & Gilbert (1882) ; 

(ix) Mormyrus Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by 

Jordan & Evermann (1917) ; 

(x) Mullus Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by 

Bleeker (1876) ; 

(xi) Perea Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by 

Gill (1862) ; 

(xii) Salmo Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by 

Jordan & Gilbert (1882) ; 

(xiii) Scomber Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by 
Gill (1863) ; 

(xiv) Scorpaena Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by 

Bleeker (1876) ; 

(xv) Syngnathus Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by 

Jordan (1912) ; 

(xvi) Zeus Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by Gill 

(1863) ; 
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( b ) Names placed on the “ Official List of Generic 
Names in Zoology ” by the Ruling given in 
“ Opinion ” 92 : 

(i) B/ennius Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by 

Jordan & Gilbert (1882) ; 

(ii) Esox Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by 

Jordan & Gilbert (1882) ; 

(iii) Ophidion Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by 

Gill (1864). 

(3) In the case of each of the under-mentioned names of 
genera belonging to the Class Reptilia the entry made on 
the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology by the Ruling 
given in Opinion 92 is hereby completed by the insertion 
of a statement that the type species of the genus so named 
was determined by selection under Rule (g) in Article 30 
by the author and on the date severally specified below :— 

(a) Crotalus Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by Fitzinger 

(1843) ; 

(b) Lacerta Linnaeus, 1758 : by selection by Fitzinger 

(1843). 

(4) The date “ 1849 ” attributed to the generic name 
Desmognathus Baird (Class Amphibia) when that name 
was placed on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology 
by the Ruling given in Opinion 92 is hereby deleted and 
the date “ (1850) ” is hereby inserted in its place. 

(5) The entry on the Official List of Generic Names in 
Zoology regarding the generic name Desmognathus Baird 
referred to in (4) is hereby completed by the insertion of a 
statement that the type species of the genus so named was 
determined by selection under Rule (g) in Article 30 by 
Stejneger & Barbour in 1917. 

(6) The entry on the Official List of Generic Names in 
Zoology of a generic name spelled Coryhaena and 
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attributed to Linnaeus, 1758, inadvertently made by 
the Ruling given in Opinion 77 is hereby corrected to 
Coryphaena Linnaeus, 1758. 


(7) The incorrect entry of Eleotris gyrinus Cuvier & 
Valenciennes, 1837, as the name of the type species of 
the genus Eleotris Schneider, 1801, made on the Official 
List of Generic Names in Zoology by the Ruling given in 
Opinion 93 is hereby deleted and the name Gobi us pisonis 
Ginelin (J.F.), 11789], is hereby inserted in its place. 


(8) The under-mentioned correction is hereby made in 
the entry relating to the generic name Calamaria Boie 
(Class Reptilia) made on the Official List of Generic 
Names in Zoology by the Ruling given in Opinion 92 : 
The entry “ 1827 ” as the date of publication of the fore¬ 
going generic name is hereby deleted and the entry 
“ 1826 ” is hereby inserted in its place. 


(9) The entry on the Official List of Generic Names in 
Zoology relating to the generic name Dermochelys 
Blainville, 1816 (Class Reptilia), made by the Ruling 
given in Opinion 92 is hereby completed by the insertion 
of the words “ by monotypy, through Cuvier (1829) ” as 
indicating the manner by which the type species of this 
genus was determined under Article 30 of the Regies. 


(10) The under-mentioned generic names are hereby 
placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid 
Generic Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers 
severally specified below :— 

(i) Acipenses Linck, 1790 (an Erroneous Subse¬ 

quent Spelling for Acipenser Linnaeus, 1758) 
(Name No. 765) ; 

(ii) Ammodytes Bonaparte, 1831 (a junior homonym 

of Ammodytes Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 
766); 
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(iii) Anarhicas Latreille, 1804 (an Erroneous Subse¬ 

quent Spelling for Anarhichas Linnaeus, 1758 
(Name No. 767) ; 

(iv) Calliongmus Linck, 1790 (an Erroneous Subse¬ 

quent Spelling for Callionymus Linnaeus, 
1758) (Name No. 768) ; 

(v) Callionimus Gouan, 1770 (an Erroneous Sub¬ 

sequent Spelling for Callionymus Linnaeus, 
1758) (Name No. 769) ; 

(vi) Chimaera Poli, 1791 (a junior homonym of 

Chimaera Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 770) ; 

(vii) Chimaera Ochsenheimer, 1808 (a junior homo¬ 

nym of Chimaera Linnaeus, 1758) (Name 
No. 771) ; 

(viii) Chimaera Hitchcock, 1858 (a junior homonym 
of Chimaera Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 
772); 

(ix) Chimaira Dumeril, 1856 (an Erroneous Sub¬ 

sequent Spelling for Chimaera Linnaeus, 
1758) (Name No. 773) ; 

(x) Coregonus Lacepede, 1803 (a junior homonym 

of Coregonus Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 

774) ; 

(xi) Coregonus Jarocki, 1822 (a junior homonym 

of Coregonus Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 

775) ; 

(xii) Coriudo Fleming, 1822 (a junior objective 

synonym of Dermochelys Blainville, 1816) 
(Name No. 776) ; 

(xiii) Coryhaena Stiles, 1922 (an Erroneous Sub¬ 
sequent Spelling for Coryphaena Linnaeus, 
1758) (Name No. 777) ; 

(xiv) Coryphaena Coues, 1889 (a nomen nudum) 
(Name No. 778) ; 
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(xv) Cyclopterus Marseul, 1872 (a junior homonym 

of Cyclopterus Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 
779); 

(xvi) Dermatochelys Wagler, 1830 (a junior objective 

synonym of Dermochelys Blainville, 1816) 
(Name No. 780) ; 

(xvii) Dermochelis Lesueur, 1829 (an Erroneous Sub¬ 
sequent Spelling for Dermochelys Blainville, 
1816) (Name No. 781) ; 

(xviii) Diodon O’Reilly, 1818 (a junior homonym of 
Diodon Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 782) ; 

(xix) Diodon Lesson, 1828 (a junior homonym of 

Diodon Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 783) ; 

(xx) Diodon Lesson, 1830 (a junior homonym of 

Diodon Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 784) ; 

(xxi) Draco Gouan, 1770 (a junior homonym of 

Draco Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 785) ; 

(xxii) Draco Oken, 1816 (a junior homonym of Draco 
Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 786) ; 

(xxiii) Eleotris Gronovius, 1763 (a name published 
in a work rejected for nomenclatorial pur¬ 
poses by the Ruling given in Opinion 261) 
(Name No. 787) ; 

(xxiv) Fistularia Forskal, 1775 (a junior homonym of 
Fistularia Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 788) ; 

(xxv) Fistularia Muller (O.F.), 1776 (a junior homo¬ 
nym of Fistularia Linnaeus, 1758) (Name 
No. 789) ; 

(xxvi) Fistularia Lamarck, 1816 (a junior homonym 
of Fistularia Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 

790) ; 

(xxvii) Fistularia Blainville, 1830 (a junior homonym 
of Fistularia Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 

791) ; 
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(xxviii) Fistularia Bowerbank, 1841 (a junior homonym 
of Fistularia Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 
792); 

(xxix) Gadus Dejean, 1821 (a junior homonym of 
Gadus Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 793) ; 

(xxx) Gadus Rang, 1829 (a junior homonym of 
Gadus Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 794) ; 

(xxxi) Gadus Deshayes, 1861 (a junior homonym of 
Gadus Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 795) ; 

>(xxxii) Gymnothorax Cuvier, 11800] (a nomen nudum ) 
(Name No. 796) ; 

(xxxiii) Gymnothorax Duda, 1923 (a junior homonym 
of Gymnothorax Bloch, 1795) (Name No. 
797); 

(xxxiv) Mabouia Cuvier, 1829 (an Erroneous Subse¬ 
quent Spelling for Mabuya (Rafinesque) 

Fitzinger, 1826) (Name No. 798) ; 

(xxxv) Mabouya Dumeril & Bibron, 1839 (an 
Erroneous Subsequent Spelling for Mabuya 
(Rafinesque) Fitzinger, 1826) (Name No. 

799); 

(xxxvi) Mabuia Cuvier, 1829 (an Erroneous Subse¬ 
quent Spelling for Mabuya (Rafinesque) 

Fitzinger, 1826) (Name No. 800) ; 

(xxxvii) Mabuya Rafinesque, 1815 (a nomen nudum) 
(Name No. 801) ; 

(xxxviii) Malapterus Jarocki, 1822 (an Erroneous Sub¬ 
sequent Spelling for Malapterurus Lacepede, 
1803) (Name No. 802) ; 

(xxxix) Malapturus Swainson, 1838 (an Erroneous 
Subsequent Spelling for Malapterurus 
Lacepede, 1803) (Name No. 803) ; 

(xl) Mugie Macklot, 1830 (an Erroneous Subse¬ 
quent Spelling for Mugil Linnaeus, 1758) 
(Name No. 804) ; 
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(xli) Mustellus Fischer de Waldheim, 1813 (an 
Erroneous Subsequent Spelling for Mustelus 
Linck, 1790) (Name No. 805) ; 

(xlii) Ophidion Pomel, 1853 (a junior homonym of 
Ophidion Linnaeus, 1758) (Name No. 806) ; 

(xliii) Ophidium Linnaeus, 1766 (an Invalid Emenda¬ 
tion of Ophidion Linnaeus, 1758) (Name 
No. 807) ; 

(xliv) Siren Hermann, 1783 (a junior homonym of 
Siren Linnaeus, 1766) (Name No. 808) ; 

(xlv) Sirena Fischer de Waldheim, 1808 (an Invalid 
Emendation of Siren Linnaeus, 1766) (Name 
No. 809) ; 

(xlvi) Sirene Oken, 1816 (an Invalid Emendation of 
Siren Linnaeus, 1766 ; published in a work 
rejected for nomenclatorial purposes by the 
Ruling given in Opinion 417 (Name No. 810); 

(xlvii) Sphargis Merrem, 1820 (a junior objective 
synonym of Dermochelys Blainville, 1816) 
(Name No. 811) ; 

(xlviii) Syngnathus Rafinesque, 1810 (a junior 
homonym of Syngnathus Linnaeus, 1758) 
(Name No. 812) ; 

(xlix) Teuthis Schneider, 1784 (a junior homonym 
of Teuthis Linnaeus, 1766) (Name No 813) ; 

(11) The under-mentioned specific names are hereby 
placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid 
Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers 
severally specified below :— 

(i) mercurialis Merrem, 1820, as published in the 
combination Sphargis mercurialis (a junior 
objective synonym of coriacea Linnaeus, 
1766, as published in the combination 
Testudo coriacea) (Name No. 365) ; 
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(ii) alleghaniensis Harlan, 1825, as published in 
the combination Abranchus alleghaniensis 
(an Invalid Emendation of alleganiensis 
Daudin, 11803], as published in the 
combination Salamandra alleganiensis) 
(Name No. 366) ; 


I. THE SUBJECT MATTER OF THE PRESENT 
“ DIRECTION ” 

The present Direction embodies decisions taken by the Inter¬ 
national Commission on Zoological Nomenclature for the 
purpose of completing, and, where necessary, of correcting, the 
entries in regard to the names of genera belonging to the Classes 
Pisces, Amphibia and Reptilia placed on the Official List of 
Generic Names in Zoology in the period up to the end of 1936, 
this action being a necessary preliminary to the publication of the 
Official List in book-form. The proposals upon which the 
decisions taken in the present case were based were submitted 
to the International Commission by the Secretary on 25th April 
1956 in the following paper :— 


Proposed completion and correction of entries relating to the names of 
genera belonging to the Classes Pisces, Amphibia and Reptilia 
made in the “ Official List of Generic Names in Zoology ” 
in the period up to the end of 1936 

By FRANCIS HEMMING, C.M.G., C.B.E. 

0 Secretary to the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature) 


The present paper contains particulars of various minor errors 
and omissions in the entries relating to the names of genera of the 
Classes Pisces, Amphibia and Reptilia which were made on the Official 
List of Generic Names in Zoology in the period up to the end of 1936. 
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Proposals are submitted for rectifying these defects. The action called 
for, which falls into various groups, is described in the following 
paragraphs. 


(1) Correction of erroneous entries on the “ Official List ” 
as to the Rule in Article 30 of the “ Regies ” under which 
the type species of four genera belonging to the Class 
Pisces were determined 

2. In Opinion 77 the names of four genera ( Acipenser ; Chimaera ; 
Cyclopterus ; Silurus ) published by Linnaeus in 1758 and belonging 
to the Class Pisces, were placed on the Official List of Generic Names 
in Zoology with the intimation, through the use of the symbol “ tsd ” 
[= type by subsequent designation], that in each case the type species 
had been determined under Rule (g) (type species by subsequent 
selection) in Article 30. When making the foregoing entries, the 
Commission must have inadvertently failed to recall that the Rules in 
Article 30 operate successively and that for any given name Rule (g) 
becomes applicable only after it has been established that none of the 
earlier Rules in that Article apply. In the case of the generic names 
cited above no type species was designated by the original author 
under Rule (a) ; nor was a type species indicated under either Rule (b) 
(indication of type species through the use for an included species of 
the specific name “ typus ” or “ typicus ” as a new name) or under 
Rule (c) (indication of type species by monotypy). The position is, 
however, quite different when we come to Rule (d) (indication of type 
species by absolute tautonymy). In none of the cases under considera¬ 
tion was there included a species having a specific name consisting 
of the same word as that of which the generic name concerned was 
composed. But in each case a tautonymous pre-1757 universal species- 
name was cited in the synonymy of one, and only one, of the included 
species. Under the Ruling given in Opinion 16, later incorporated into 
the Regies by the Thirteenth International Congress of Zoology, 
Paris, 1948 (1950, Bull. zool. Nomencl. 4 : 155) the inclusion in a new 
genus established prior to 1st January 1931 of a nominal species in 
the synonymy of which such a pre-1757 species-name is cited, con¬ 
stitutes the indication of that species under Rule (d) in Article 30 
as the type species of the genus concerned. It may be noted as some¬ 
what curious that in Opinion 16 the Commission had actually cited 
each of the names with which we are concerned in a list of the names of 
genera, the type species of which were determinable under the inter¬ 
pretation of Rule (d) in Article 30 then propounded. 


3. In order to rectify the position disclosed above it is proposed 
that the incorrect notation “ type by subsequent designation ” be 
expunged from the entry on the Official List relating to each of the 
four generic names discussed above and that in its place there be 
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inserted a note that the type species of the genus concerned was deter¬ 
mined under Rule (d) in Article 30 as interpreted by Opinion 16, 
i.e. under what has come to be known as Linnean tautonymy. 2 


(2) Proposed insertion in the “ Official List ” of particulars as 
to how the type species of certain genera were determined 
under Article 30 of the “ Regies ” 

4. In Opinion 77 the names of the following sixteen genera belonging 
to the Class Pisces were placed on the Official List of Generic Names 
in Zoology with no information as to how the species there specified 
had become the type species of the genera concerned, apart from the 
entirely inadequate symbol “ tsd ” [= type by subsequent 
designation] :— 

Callionymus ; Clupea ; Coryphaena ; Cyprinus ; Gadus ; 

Gasterosteus ; Gobius ; Lophius ; Mormyrus ; Mullus ; Perea ; 

Salmo ; Scomber ; Scorpaena ; Syngnathus ; Zeus. 


5. In Opinion 92 the names of six genera of the groups with which 
we are here concerned were placed on the Official List with no 
indication whatever as to how the type species of the genera concerned 
had been determined under Article 30. The names in question were 
the following :— 

Class Pisces : Blennius ; Esox ; Ophidion ; 

Class Reptilia : Crotalus ; Lacerta ; 

Class Amphibia : Desmognathus. 


6. For each of the sixteen names specified in paragraph 4 above 
and of the six names specified in paragraph 5 above, it has been 
necessary to undertake a search of the literature (i) to ascertain by 
whom, when and where one of the originally included species was 
selected to be the type species of the nominal genus concerned, (ii) 
to check whether that species is the species adopted as such in the 
Official List, (iii) to determine whether the species concerned is 
currently accepted by specialists as the type species, and (iv) to establish 
whether the specific name of the nominal species which is the type 
species is an available name and is moreover accepted by specialists 
as the oldest such name for the species in question. The first of these 
tasks proved unusually laborious, so far as the names of fishes were 
concerned, owing to the paucity of reliable catalogues dealing with this 
group. However, the search of the literature of all three groups 
concerned ultimately established (a) that the species adopted in the 


See Footnote 1. 
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Official List as the type species of the various genera are currently 
accepted as such (b) that each of these species has been selected as the 
type species in accordance with the requirements of Rule (g) in Article 
30 and (c) that there is no evidence to suggest as regards any of the 
nominal genera concerned that any other included species was selected 
as the type species prior to the selection of the species currently 
accepted as such. In some cases the earliest selection which it has been 
possible to trace is relatively recent but it is believed that nevertheless 
the reference now brought forward is the earliest in which a type 
selection was made under Rule (g) of Article 30, rigorously construed as 
required by the Regies, for the genera concerned. The references for 
the selection of type species for the twenty-two genera concerned which 
it is recommended should be inserted in the Official List to make good 
the omissions in Opinions 77 and 92 are set out in Annexe 1 to the 
present paper. 


(3) Proposed correction or amplification of entries in regard 
to six generic names made in the “ Official List ” by Rulings 
given in “ Opinions ” 77, 92 and 93 

7. “ Coryphaena ” Linnaeus, 1758 (Class Pisces): When the generic 
name Coryphaena Linnaeus, 1758, was placed on the Official List by 
the Ruling given in Opinion 77, it was misspelled as “ Coryhaena ”. This 
error which was presumably due to faulty proof-reading must now be 
corrected, the Erroneous Subsequent Spelling Coryhaena being at the 
same time placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic 
Names in Zoology. 

8. “ Eleotris ” Schneider, 1801 (Class Pisces) : In Opinion 93 the 
International Commission used its Plenary Powers to designate 
Gobius pisonis Gmelin (J.F.), [1789], to be the type species of Eleotris 
Schneider, 1801. However, it was stated in the so-called “ Summary ” 
of this Opinion that the species so designated as type species was 
“ gyrinus Cuv. & Val.”, i.e. Eleotris gyrinus Cuvier & Valenciennes, 
1837 {Hist. nat. Poiss. 12 : 220), a nominal species which had been 
mentioned by the applicant in this case as a junior subjective synonym of 
Gobius pisonis Gmelin. The foregoing entry can only have been made 
through an inexplicable oversight and must be corrected by the 
substitution of a revised entry prescribing that, in accordance with the 
decision taken by the Commission in this Opinion the type species of 
this genus is Gobius pisonis Gmelin, [1789]. 

9. “ Calamaria ” Boie, 1826 (Class Reptilia) : In Opinion 92 the 
generic name Calamaria Boie was placed on the Official List ; it was 
there attributed to the year “ 1827 ”, and no reference was given beyond 
the page number “ 236 ”. The type species was said to be “ Coluber 
calamaria Linnaeus, 1758 ”, by absolute tautonymy. The name 
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Calamaria was published by Boie both in 1826 and 1827. In the 
earlier year, it was published in a paper by Ferussac {Bull. Sci. ncit. 
Geol. 9 : 236) and it is clear from the page number cited in Opinion 92 
that this is the paper there referred to and not the later paper of 1827 
{Isis (Oken) 10 : 519). The name Calamaria Boie, as published in 
Ferussac’s paper of 1826 was treated by Neave {Nomencl. zool.) as a 
nomen nudum, but this is incorrect, for, although Boie included six 
nomina nuda in the genus, he included also one new nominal species 
which was provided with an indication as required by Article 25 of 
the Regies. This nominal species was introduced as follows : 
“ Calamaria Boie . . . Linnaei B. {Col. calamaria Linn.) ”. This 
species is therefore the type species by monotypy. Under Declaration 
21 (embodying the decision taken by the Commission in its vote on 
Voting Paper V.P.(55)30 3 ) the type species of this genus is to be cited 
under the earlier of the two objective synonyms applied to it by the 
author of the generic name. That is, the type species is to be cited as 
Coluber calamarius Linnaeus, 1758, and not as Calamaria linnaei Boie, 
1826. In order to regularise the position, it is necessary now that the 
date attributed to Calamaria Boie should be corrected from “ 1827 ” 
to “ 1826”, and that the erroneous entry “tat” [type by absolute 
tautonymy] should be corrected to “ type by monotypy ”. At the 
same time the objectively invalid specific name linnaei Boie, 1826, 
should be placed on the Official Index.* 

10. “ Dermochelys ” Blainville, 1816 (Class Reptilia) : The generic 
name Dermochelys Blainville, 1816, was placed on the Official List 
with Testudo coriacea Linnaeus, 1766, as type species. So far as it 
goes, the entry so made was correct. It contained no particulars, 
however, as to how that species became the type species and a word 
of explanation is needed on this subject. This nominal genus, as 
established by Blainville in 1816 {J. Phys. Chim. Hist, nat., Paris 
83 : 259), contained no nominal species. In order to determine 
what species should be regarded as being originally included species 
in this genus, it is necessary to ascertain by whom nominal species 
were first assigned to it and what that species or those species were 
(1950, Bull. zool. Nomencl. 4 : 159—160, 346). Before doing this, we 
should, however, take note of two events which occurred before any 
author dealt again with the nominal genus Dermochelys. The first 
of these events was the establishment by Merrem in 1820 {Tent. Syst. 
Amph. : 19) of the genus Sphargis. Merrem only recognised one species 
as belonging to this genus and to this he gave the name Sphargis 
mercurialis {: 19), the name mercurialis being a name taken over by 


3 Declaration 21 was published on 19th June 1956 {Ops. Decls. int. Comm. zool. 
Nomencl. 12 : i—viii.) 

1 As explained in paragraph 4 of the present Direction, unexpected developments 
in regard to the generic name Calamaria Boie led to the temporary withdrawal 
of certain of the proposals submitted in regard to it, in order to permit of the 
study of the new problems disclosed. 
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him from the XVlth century author Rondeletius. In a footnote 
Merrem stated that his Sphargis mercurialis was the same species as the 
Testudo coriacea of Linnaeus. The latter species is therefore under 
Declaration 21 the type species of Sphargis Merrem by monotypy. 
The next event was the establishment by Fleming in 1822 {Phil. Zool. 
2 : 271) of the nominal genus Coriudo. This was introduced in a key 
to the genera of “ chelonea ” and the sole species cited, and therefore 
the type species by monotypy, was Testudo coriacea Linnaeus. The 
name Coriudo Fleming is thus a junior objective synonym of Sphargis 
Merrem. In 1829 (Regne Anim. (ed. 2) 2 : 14) Cuvier used the name 
Dermochelys which, however he spelled Dermochelis and attributed, 
to Lesueur (by whom it had presumably been proposed in manuscript 
and from whom Blainville may also be assumed to have obtained the 
name). Cuvier, after sinking the names Sphargis Merrem and Coriudo 
Fleming as synonyms of Dermochelis, cited Testudo coriacea Linnaeus 
as belonging to this genus. In a footnote he cited a second species 
as belonging to this genus, namely Dermochelis atlantica Lesueur. No 
such name had ever been published by that author and the name as 
cited by Cuvier was a nomen nudum. Accordingly the only species 
placed by Cuvier in the genus Dermochelys was Testudo coriacea 
Linnaeus which therefore becomes the type species of Blainville’s 
genus by monotypy. In order to avoid the risk of misunderstanding, 
it is desirable that, when the words “ by monotypy ” are entered in the 
Official List to indicate how Testudo coriacea Linnaeus, 1766, became 
the type species of Dermochelys Blainville, 1816, they should be 
qualified by the words “ through Cuvier, 1829 ”. At the same time the 
various objectively invalid names discussed in the present paragraph 
should be placed on the appropriate Official Index. 


11. “ Desmognathus ” Baird, (1850) (Class Amphibia) : When the 
name Desmognathus Baird was placed on the Official List, by the 
Ruling given in Opinion 92, the date “ 1849 ” was attributed to it. The 
date which appears on the title page of Volume 1 of the Second Series 
of the J. Acad. nat. Sci. Philad., in which Baird’s paper was published, 
is “ 1847—1850 ” but particulars of the dates of publication of the 
various parts are given in the table of contents and this shows that that 
paper, which appeared in Part 4, was published in January 1850. This 
date—cited in round brackets (parentheses)—should therefore be 
attributed to the name Desmognathus Baird. 

12. “ Cryptobranchus ” Leuckart, 1821 (Class Amphibia) : As 
explained in Paper Z.N.(S.) 1014 now being submitted with Voting 
Paper V.P.(O.M)(56)5 5 ; the name of the type species of the genus 


5 The decision taken by the International Commission on the Voting Paper 
here referred to has since been embodied in Direction 57 (which is being 
published in the immediately following Part of the present Section of Volume 1 
of the present Series). 
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Cryptobranchus Leuckart, 1821, is currently regarded as a junior 
subjective synonym of the name Salamandra alleganiensis Daudin, 
[1803]. It must be noted here that the alleganiensis Daudin, 
[1803] was emended to alleghaniensis by Harlan in 1825 (Ann. 
Lyceum nat. Hist. New York 1(8) : 271), who cited this species as 
Abranchus alleghaniensis. In this action Harlan was followed by some 
later authors but the original spelling employed by Daudin is that 
currently in use and is the correct name for this nominal species. The 
Invalid Emendation alleghaniensis Harlan, 1825, should now be placed 
on the Official Index. 


(4) Proposed addition of certain names to the “ Official Indexes 
of Rejected and Invalid Names in Zoology ” 


13. The examination of the literature undertaken in preparation for 
the submission of the proposals set forth in the present paper has 
brought to light the existence of a number of names which are 
objectively invalid as junior homonyms, as Invalid Emendations or 
Erroneous Subsequent Spellings, or as junior objective synonyms. 
These names, which should now be placed on the appropriate Official 
Indexes, are set out in Annexe 2 to the present paper, the generic 
names being listed in Section A and the specific names in Section B. 


(5) Recommendations 

14. In the light of the considerations set out in the present paper 
it is recommended that, in discharge of the duty of completing and, 
where necessary, correcting the entries made on the Official List 
of Generic Names in Zoology in the period up to the end of 1936 
imposed upon it by the Thirteenth International Congress of Zoology, 
Paris, 1948, the International Commission on Zoological Nomen¬ 
clature should take the following action, so far as concerns the entries 
relating to the names of genera of the Classes Pisces, Amphibia and 
Reptilia made on the Official List during the period referred to above, 
namely that it should :— 

(1) in the case of each of the four generic names specified in para¬ 
graph 2 above, substitute in the Official List of Generic Names 
in Zoology the words “ type species by Linnean tautonymy ” for 
the words “ t[ype by] subsequent] d[esignation] ” as indicating 
the manner in which the type species of the genera concerned 
were determined under Article 30 of the Regies ; 
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(2) in the case of each of the generic names specified in Annexe 1, 

insert in the foregoing Official List the particulars specified 
in that Annexe regarding the selection of the type species of 
the genera concerned under Rule (g) in Article 30 of the 
Regies (paragraphs 4—6 above) ; 

(3) correct from Coryhaena to Coryphaena the entry on the Official 

List in regard to the generic name Coryphaena Linnaeus, 1758, 
inadvertently made by the Ruling given in Opinion 77 
(paragraph 7 above) ; 

(4) insert on the Official List the name of the nominal species Gobius 

pisonis Gmelin (J.F.), [1789], as the name of the type species 
of Eleotris Schneider, 1801, in place of the name Eleotris 
gyrinus Cuvier & Valenciennes, 1837, inadvertently entered as 
such by the Ruling given in Opinion 93 (paragraph 8 above) ; 

(5) substitute on the Official List the date “ 1826 ” for the date 

“ 1827 ” as the date of publication of the generic name 
Calamaria Boie (paragraph 9 above) ; 

(6) substitute on the Official List the words “ type species, by 

monotypy ” for the words “ t[ype by] a[bsolute] t[autonymy] ” 
as indicating the manner in which the type species of 
Calamaria Boie, 1826, was determined under Article 30 of the 
Regies (paragraph 9) 6 ; 

(7) take note that under Declaration 21 the type species of Calamaria 

Boie, 1826, is the nominal species Coluber calamarius Linnaeus, 
1758, and not the later-established objectively identical nominal 
species Calamaria linnaei Boie, 1826, cited at the time of the 
establishment of the above nominal genus (paragraph 9) 6 ; 

(8) insert the words “ by monotypy, through Cuvier, 1829 ” in the 

Official List as recording the means by which the type species 
of the genus Dermochelys Blainville, 1816, was determined 
under Article 30 (paragraph 10) ; 

(9) substitute on the Official List the date “ (1850) ” for the date 

“ 1849 ” as the date of publication of the generic name 
Desmognathus Baird (paragraph 11); 

(10) place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic 

Names in Zoology the objectively invalid names enumerated 
in Section A of Annexe 2 to the present paper (paragraph 13 
above). 

(11) place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names 

in Zoology the objectively invalid names enumerated in Section 
B of Annexe 2 to the present paper (paragraph 13 above). 


6 


This proposal was later withdrawn. See paragraph 4 of the present Direction. 
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ANNEXE 1 


Proposals for completing the entries on the “ Official List of Generic 
Names in Zoology ” regarding the manner in which the type 
species of certain genera were determined under Article 30 

of the “ Regies ” 


Name of Genus 
( 1 ) 

Callionymus Linnaeus, 1758 
Clupea Linnaeus, 1758 
Coryphaena Linnaeus, 1758 
Cyprinus Linnaeus, 1758 
Gadus Linnaeus, 1758 
Gasterosteus Linnaeus, 1758 
Gobius Linnaeus, 1758 
Lophius Linnaeus, 1758 
Mormyrus Linnaeus, 1758 
Mullus Linnaeus, 1758 
Perea Linnaeus, 1758 
Salmo Linnaeus, 1758 
Scomber Linnaeus, 1758 
Scorpaena Linnaeus, 1758 
Syngnathus Linnaeus, 1758 


Entry relating to the determination 
of the type species proposed to be 
inserted in the “ Official List of 
Generic Names in Zoology ” 

( 2 ) 

by selection by Bleeker, 1879, Versl. 
Acad. Amsterdam 1879 : 80 

by selection by Gill, 1862, Proc. 
Acad. nat. Sci. Philad. 1861 : 35 

by selection by Jordan & Gilbert, 
1882, Bull. U.S. nat. Mus. 16 : 454 

by selection by Jordan & Gilbert, 
' 1882, Bull. U.S. nat. Mus. 16 : 254 

by selection by Jordan & Gilbert, 
1882, Bull. U.S. nat. Mus. 16 : 802 

by selection by Jordan & Gilbert, 
1882, Bull. U.S. nat. Mus. 16 : 393 

by selection by Gill, 1864, Proc. 
Acad. nat. Sci. Philad. 1863 : 268 

by selection by Jordan & Gilbert, 
1882, Bull. U.S. nat. Mus. 16 : 844 

by selection by Jordan & Evermann, 
1917, Gen. Fish. : 15 

by selection by Bleeker, 1876, Arch. 
Neerl. Sci. nat. Haarlem 11 : 334 

by selection by Gill, 1862, Proc. 
Acad. nat. Sci. Philad. 1861 : 48 

by selection by Jordan & Gilbert, 
1882, Bull. U.S. nat. Mus. 16 : 309 

by selection by Gill, 1863, Proc. 
Acad. nat. Sci. Philad. 1862 : 125 

by selection by Bleeker, 1876, Versl. 
Acad. Amsterdam 1875 : 295 

by selection by Jordan, 1912, Smiths, 
misc. Publ. 2060 : 103 
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Name of Genus 
( 1 ) 

Zeus Linnaeus, 1758 
Blennius Linnaeus, 1758 
Esox Linnaeus, 1758 
Ophidion Linnaeus, 1758 
Crotalus Linnaeus, 1758 
Lacerta Linnaeus, 1758 
Desmognathus Baird, (1850) 


Entry relating to the determination 
of the type species proposed to be 
inserted in the “ Official List of 
Generic Names in Zoology ” 

( 2 ) 

by selection by Gill, 1863, Proc. 
Acad. nat. Sci. Philad. 1862 : 126 

by selection by Jordan & Gilbert, 
1882, Bull. U.S. nat: Mus. 16 : 759 

by selection by Jordan & Gilbert, 
1882, Bull. U.S. nat. Mus. 16 : 352 

by selection by Gill, 1864, Proc. 
Acad. nat. Sci. Philad. 1863 : 210 

by selection by Fitzinger, 1843, 
Syst. Rept. : 29 

by selection by Fitzinger, 1843, Syst. 
Rept. : 20 

by selection by Stejneger & Barbour 
1917, Checklist N. Amer. Amph & 
Rept. : 22 


ANNEXE 2 

Proposed addition of certain invalid names to the “ Official Indexes 
of Rejected and Invalid Names in Zoology ” 

Section A : Proposed addition of forty-nine generic names 
to the “ Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Generic 
Names in Zoology ” 

1. Acipenses Linck, 1790, Mag. N. Phys. Naturg. 6(3) : 37 (an Erro¬ 

neous Subsequent Spelling for Acipenser Linnaeus, 1758, 
placed on the Official List in Opinion 77) 

2. Ammodytes Bonaparte, 1831, Giorn. Arcad. 52 : 149 (a junior 

homonym of Ammodytes Linnaeus, 1758, placed on the Official 
List in Opinion 75) 

3. Anarhicas Latreille, 1804, Nouv. Diet. Hist. nat. Tabl. meth. : 103 

(an Erroneous Subsequent Spelling for Anarhichas Linnaeus, 
1758, placed on the Official List in Opinion 75) 

4. Calliongmus Linck, 1790, Mag. N. Phys. Naturg. 6(3) : 34 (an 

Erroneous Subsequent Spelling for Callionymus Linnaeus, 1758, 
placed on the Official List in Opinion 77) 
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5. Callionimus Gouan, 1770, Hist. Pise. : 121 (an Erroneous Subse¬ 

quent Spelling for Callionymus Linnaeus, 1758, placed on the 
Official List in Opinion 77) 

6. The under-mentioned junior homonyms of Chimaera Linnaeus, 

1758, placed on the Official List in Opinion 77 :— 

(a) Chimaera Poli, 1791, Test. Sicil. 1, Introd. : 31 

(b) Chimaera Ochsenheimer, 1808, Schmett. Europa 2 : 2 

(c) Chimaera Hitchcock, 1858, Ichnol. N. England : 118 

7. Chimaira Dumeril, 1856, Mem. Acad. Sci. Inst. France 27 : 155 (an 

Erroneous Subsequent Spelling for Chimaera Linnaeus, 1758, 
placed on the Official List in Opinion 77) 

8. The under-mentioned junior homonyms of Coregonus Linnaeus, 

1758, placed on the Official List in Opinion 93 :— 

(a) Coregonus Lacepede, 1803, Hist. nat. Poiss. 5 : 239 ; Le 

Sueur, 1818, J. Acad. nat. Sci. Philad. 1(9) : 231 

(b) Coregonus Jarocki, 1822, Zoologiia 4 : 35 

9. Coriudo Fleming, 1822, Phil. zool. 2 : 271 (a junior objective 

synonym of Dermochelys Blainville, 1816, placed on the Official 
List in Opinion 92) 

10. Coryhaena Stiles, 1922, Smiths, misc. Coll. 73 (no. 1) : 73 (an 

Erroneous Subsequent Spelling for Coryphaena Linnaeus, 1758, 
placed on the Official List in Opinion 77) 

11. Coryphaena Coues, 1889, Cent. Diet. 2(5) : 1286 (a nomen nudum) 

12. Cyclopterus (Seidlitz MS) Marseul, 1872, Abeille 10 : 30 (a junior 

homonym of Cyclopterus Linnaeus, 1758, placed on the Official 
List in Opinion 77) 

13. Dermatochelys Wagler, 1830, Syst. Amph. : 133 (a junior objective 

synonym of Dermochelys Blainville, 1816, placed on the Official 
List in Opinion 92) 

14. Dermochelis Lesueur, 1829, in Cuvier, Regn. Anim. (ed. 2) 2 : 14 

(an Erroneous Subsequent Spelling for Dermochelys Blainville, 
1816, placed on the Official List in Opinion 92) 

15. The under-mentioned junior homonyms of Diodon Linnaeus, 1758, 

placed on the Official List in Opinion 77 :— 

(a) Diodon O’Reilly, 1818, Greenland : 105 ; Storr, 1780, 

Prodr. meth. Mamm. : 42, tab. C 

(b) Diodon Lesson, 1828, Compl. de Buffon, Hist. nat. Mamm. 

Ois. 1 : 124, 440 

(c) Diodon Lesson, 1830, Traite. Ornith. (2) : 95 
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16. The under-mentioned junior homonyms of Draco Linnaeus, 1758, 

placed on the Official List in Opinion 75 :— 

(a) Draco Gouan, 1770, Hist. Pise. : 117 (a nomen nudum) 

(b) Draco Oken, 1816, Lehrb. Naturgesch. 3(2) : 273 

17. Eleotris Gronovius, 1763, Zooph. gronov. 1 : 83 (a name published 

in a book rejected for nomenclatorial purposes) 

18. The under-mentioned junior homonyms of Fistularia Linnaeus, 

1758, placed on the Official List in Opinion 75 :— 

(a) Fistularia Forskal, 1775, Descr. Anim. : 121 

(b) Fistularia Muller, 1776, Zool. dan. Prodr. : 254 

(c) Fistularia Lamarck, 1816, Hist. nat. Anim. sans Vertebr. 

3 : 74 ; de Blainville, 1830, Diet. Sci. nat. 60 : 173 

(d) Fistularia Bowerbank, 1841, Proc. geol. Soc. Lond. 3 (no. 

78) : 433 

19. The under-mentioned junior homonyms of Gadus Linnaeus, 1758, 

placed on the Official List in Opinion 77 :— 

(a) Gadus Dejean, 1821, Cat. Coleopt. : 96 (a nomen nudum) 

(b) Gadus Rang, 1829, Ann. Sci. nat. 16 : 498 

(c) Gadus Deshayes, 1861, Descr. Anim. s. Vertebr. Bassin Paris 

2 : 217 

20. Gymnothorax Cuvier, [1800], Lemons, comp. Anat. 1 : tab. 4 (a 

nomen nudum) 

21. Gymnothorax Duda, 1923, Arch. Naturgesch. 89 : A4, 39 (a junior 

homonym of Gymnothorax Bloch, 1795, placed on the Official 
List in Opinion 93) 

22. The under-mentioned Erroneous Subsequent Spellings for Mabuya 

Rafinesque, 1815 :— 

(a) Mabouia Cuvier, 1829, Regn. Anim. (ed. 2) 2 : 62 

(b) Mabouya Dumeril & Bibron, 1839, Erpet, 5 : 663, 671 

(c) Mabuia Cuvier, 1829, Regn. Anim. (ed. 2) 2 : 64 

23. Mabuya Rafinesque, 1815, Analyse Nat. : 76 (a nomen nudum) 

24. The under-mentioned Erroneous Subsequent Spellings for 

Malapterurus Lacepede, 1803, placed on the Official List in 
Opinion 93) :— 

(a) Malapterus Jarocki, 1822, Zoologiia 4 : 87 

(b) Malapturus Swainson, 1838, Hist. Classif. Fish 1 : 348, 353 
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25. Mugie Macklot, 1830, Bijd. Natuurk. Wetensch. 5 : 177 (an 

Erroneous Subsequent Spelling for Mugil Linnaeus, 1758, 
placed on the Official List in Opinion 75) 

26. MusteUus Fischer de Waldheim, 1813, Zoognosia (ed. 3) 1 : 78 

(an Erroneous Subsequent Spelling for Mustelus Linck, 1790, 
placed on the Official List in Opinion 77) 

27. Ophidion Pomel, 1853, Cat. Vert. foss. Loire : 128 (a junior 

homonym of Ophidion Linnaeus, 1758, placed on the Official 
List in Opinion 92) 

28. Ophidium Linnaeus, 1766, Syst. Nat. (ed. 12) 1 : 431 (an Invalid 

Emendation of Ophidion Linnaeus, 1758, placed on the Official 
List in Opinion 92) 

29. Siren Hermann, 1783, Tab. Affin. Anim. : 120 (a junior homonym 

of Siren Linnaeus, 1766, placed on the Official List in Opinion 92) 

30. Sirena Fischer de Waldheim, 1808, Zoognosia (ed. 2) : tab. iii 

(an Invalid Emendation of Siren Linnaeus, 1766) 

31. Sirene Oken, 1816, Lehrb. Naturgesch 3(2) : 187 (an Invalid 

Emendation of Siren Linnaeus, 1766) 

32. Sphargis Merrem, 1820, Tent. Syst. Amph. : 19 (a junior objective 

synonym of Dermochelys Blainville, 1816, placed on the Official 
List in Opinion 92) 

33. Syngnathus Rafinesque, 1810, Ind. Itt. Sic. : 57 (a junior homonym 

of Syngnathus Linnaeus, 1758, placed on the Official List in 
Opinion 77) 

34. Teuthis Schneider, 1784, Samml. verm. Abh. : 113 (a junior 

homonym of Teuthis Linnaeus, 1766, placed on the Official 
List in Opinion 93) 


Section B : Proposed addition of two specific names to the 
“ Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names 

in Zoology ” 

1. linnaei Boie, 1826, Bull. Sci. nat. Geol. 9 : 236, as published in the 

combination Calamaria linnaei (nom. nov. pro calamarius 
Linnaeus, 1758, as published in the combination Coluber 
calamarius) 1 

2. mercurialis Merrem, 1820, Tent. Syst. Amph. : 19, as published 

in the combination Sphargis mercurialis {nom. nov. pro coriacea 
Linnaeus, 1766, as published in the combination Testudo 
coriacea ) 


7 This proposal was later withdrawn. See paragraph 4 of the present Direction. 
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3. alleghaniensis Harlan, 1825, Ann. Lyceum nat. Hist. New York 
1(8) : 271, as published in the combination Abranchus 
alleghaniensis (an Invalid Emendation of alleganiensis Daudin, 
[1803] as published in the combination Salamandra 
alleganiensis. 


2. Registration of the present application : Upon the receipt 
of Mr. Hemming’s paper the question of completing and 
correcting in the manner proposed the entries relating to the names 
of genera belonging to the Classes Pisces, Amphibia and Reptilia 
made on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology in the 
period up to the end of 1936 was allotted the Registered Number 
Z.N.(S.) 1015. 


11. THE DECISION TAKEN BY THE INTERNATIONAL 

COMMISSION ON ZOOLOGICAL NOMENCLATURE 

3. Issue of Voting Paper V.P.(O.M.)(56)4 : On 25th April 1956 
a Voting Paper (V.P.(O.M.)(56)4) was issued in which each 
Member of the Commission was asked (1) to state whether he 
agreed “ that, in accordance with the General Directives issued 
to the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 
by the Thirteenth International Congress of Zoology, Paris, 1948, 
regarding the placing on the appropriate Official Lists and 
Official Indexes of names dealt with in, or otherwise involved 
in, Opinions rendered prior to 1948, and other matters on which 
action is required in order to complete, to clarify, or to correct 
Rulings given in Opinions rendered in the foregoing period, the 
action recommended in paragraph 14 of the paper numbered 
Z.N.(S.) 1015, regarding names in the Gasses Pisces, Amphibia 
and Reptilia submitted by the Secretary simultaneously with the 
present Voting Paper [i.e. in the paragraph numbered as above 
in the paper reproduced in the first paragraph of the present 
Direction ] be now taken as there recommended ”, and (2), if 
he did not so agree as regards any given item, to indicate that 
item. 
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4. Withdrawal from the scope of Voting Paper V.P.(O.M)(56)4 
of certain proposals relating to the generic name “ Calamaria ” 
Boie (Class Reptilia) : On 2nd May 1956 Mr. Hemming, as 
Secretary, executed the following Minute in which he withdrew 
from the scope of Voting Paper V.P.(O.M.)(56)4 certain of the 
proposals in regard to the generic name Calamaria Boie submitted 
therewith : — 


Removal from the scope of Voting Paper V.P.(O.M)(56)4 of certain of 

the proposals relating to the generic name “ Calamaria ” Boie 
(Class Reptilia) submitted therewith 

By FRANCIS HEMMING, C.M.G., C.B.E. 

(Secretary to the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature ) 

In returning their completed copies of Voting Paper V.P.(O.M.)(56)4, 
Dr. H. Boschma, Director, Rijksmuseum van Natuurlijke Histone, 
Leiden, The Netherlands, and Dr. L. B. Holthuis of the same Museum 
have this day notified the Office of the Commission that Dr. L. D. 
Brongersma of the above Museum is planning to re-examine the 
status under the Regies of the generic name Calamaria Boie (Class 
Reptilia) a name which had been placed on the Official List of Generic 
Names in Zoology by the Ruling given in Opinion 92 and on which 
certain supplementary proposals had been submitted in the paper 
bearing the Number Z.N.(S.) 1015 issued to the Members of the 
Commission concurrently with the Voting Paper referred to above. It 
appeared from the communication so received that the current 
interpretation of the nominal species Coluber calamarius Linnaeus, 
1758, the type species of the genus Calamaria Boie, and/or of the 
objectively identical nominal species Calamaria linnaei Boie, 1826, 
was open to question and that there was at least a possibility that the 
species to which Linnaeus had given the former name was a species 
at present placed by specialists in a genus far removed from Calamaria 
Boie. 

2. In these circumstances, as Secretary to the International Com¬ 
mission, I hereby withdraw from the scope of the Voting Paper cited 
above (a) the proposals in regard to the generic name Calamaria 
Boie submitted in Points (6) and (7) of paragraph 14 of the paper 
Z.N.(S.) 1015 submitted therewith, and (b) the proposal which appears 
as Item I in Section B of Annexe 2 referred to in Point (11) in the 
paragraph numbered as above in the same paper in order to permit 
of the further study of the issues alluded to in the communications 
referred to in paragraph 1 above. I further direct that the Registered 
File Z.N.(S.)1114 be opened for the study of the questions now 
reserved and that the said studies be prosecuted as vigorously as 
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possible in order to ensure that the publication of the Official List of 
Generic Names in Zoology in book-form be not delayed by the 
existence of an outstanding problem in regard to the above generic 
name. 


5. The Prescribed Voting Period for V.P.(O.M)(56)4 : As 

Voting Paper V.P.(O.M.)(56)4 was issued under the One-Month 
Rule, the Prescribed Voting Period closed on 25th May 1956. 


6. Particulars of the Voting on Voting Paper V.P.(O.M)(56)4 : 

At the close of the Prescribed Voting Period for Voting Paper 
V.P.(O.M.)(56)4, the state of the voting on the proposals sub¬ 
mitted therewith, other than on that part of those proposals 
which had been withdrawn from the scope of that Voting Paper 
by the Minute executed by the Secretary on 2nd May 1956 (the 
text of which has been reproduced in paragraph 4 of the present 
Direction) was as follows :— 


(a) Affirmative Votes had been given by the following twenty-four 
(24) Commissioners (arranged in the order in which Votes 
were received ) : 

Holthuis ; Boschma ; Stoll ; Vokes ; Hering ; Miller ; 
Prantl ; Bodenheimer ; Cabrera ; Esaki ; Mayr ; do 
Amaral ; Lemche ; Hanko ; Dymond ; Mertens ; Key ; 
Jaczewski ; Bonnet ; Hemming; Sylvester-Bradley ; 
Riley ; Kuhnelt ; Tortonese ; 


(b) Negative Votes : 
None ; 


(c) On Leave of Absence, one (1) : 
Bradley (J.C.) ; 
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(d) Voting Papers not returned : 
None. 


7. Declaration of Result of Vote : On 7th June 1956, Mr. 
Hemming, Secretary to the International Commission, acting 
as Returning Officer for the Vote taken on Voting Paper V.P. 
(O.M.)(56)4, signed a Certificate that the Votes cast on that 
Voting Paper, other than on the proposals in regard to the name 
Calamaria Boie submitted therewith, which had been withdrawn 
from its scope by the Minute executed by the Secretary on 
2nd May 1956 (the text of which has been reproduced in para¬ 
graph 4 of the present Direction) were as set out in paragraph 6 
above and that the proposals submitted with that Voting Paper, 
other than the proposals so withdrawn, had been duly adopted and 
that the decision so taken was the decision of the International 
Commission in the matter aforesaid. 


8. Preparation of the Ruling given in the present “ Direction ” : 

On 30th September 1956, Mr. Hemming prepared the Ruling 
given in the present Direction and at the same time signed a 
Certificate that the terms of that Ruling were in complete accord 
with those of the proposal approved by the International Com¬ 
mission in its vote on Voting Paper V.P.(O.M.)(56)4, subject to 
the exclusion therefrom of the proposals in regard to the generic 
name Calamaria Boie specified in the Minute executed by the 
Secretary on 2nd May 1956 referred to in paragraph 7 above. 


9. Original References : The original references for the generic 
names specified in the under-mentioned Rulings in the present 
Direction have already been noted in connection with the Official 
List of Generic Names in Zoology : (1) ; (2) ; (3) ; (5), subject 
to the correction of the date of publication attributed to the 
name concerned as specified in Ruling (4) ; (6) ; (7) ; (8), subject 
to the correction of the date of publication of the name concerned 
as there specified. The references for the selection of type species for 
the genera specified in Rulings (2), (3) and (5) are given in Annexe 1 
to the paper reproduced in paragraph 1 of the present Direction. 
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The reference for the nominal species specified in Ruling (7) as 
the type species of Eleotris Schneider, 1801, is given in paragraph 8 
of the paper referred to above, while in paragraph 10 of that paper 
will be found the reference specified in Ruling (9). The references 
for the names specified in Rulings (10) and (11) are given in 
Section A and Section B respectively of Annexe 2 to the foregoing 
paper. 


10. The prescribed procedures were duly complied with by 
the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature in 
dealing with the present case, and the present Direction is 
accordingly hereby rendered in the name of the said International 
Commission by the under-signed Francis Hemming, Secretary 
to the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature, 
in virtue of all and every the powers conferred upon him in that 
behalf. 


11. The present Direction shall be known as Direction Fifty-Six 
(56) of the International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature. 


Done in London, this Thirtieth day of September, Nineteen 
Hundred and Fifty-Six. 


Secretary to the International Commission 
on Zoological Nomenclature 

FRANCIS HEMMING 
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